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There is a newspaper cartoon,
which lampoons the traditional
political position of liberals every-

where. It shows a group of serious but
sad, bearded men on a demonstration. 

“What do we want?” they are chanting. 

“Gradual change,” comes the reply.

“When do we want it?”

“In due course!”

Sometimes, gradual change just isn’t
enough. When the pace of technological
change is moving at ever giddier and
more alarming speeds, gradual change
in society begins to look not merely
anachronistic but dangerous.

Technology is driving change in Africa and
fuelling the economic growth of African
economies. There is now an urgent need
for radical change. Africa is at a ‘tipping
point.’ The upward momentum of the
continent’s economies can continue or
they can start to slip back. Much will de-
pend on the nature of the change the con-
tinent is now prepared to embrace.

Education is the key to Africa’s future
and, if it is to do what is expected of it,
technology has to be at the heart of it.
With a growing population and a higher
percentage of young people than any-
where else on the planet, “what is nec-
essary,” as one of our columnists, Guy
Pfeffermann, says, “in order to meet the
need for skills and employment is rad-
ical, not gradual, change.”  

African and international leaders un-
derstand the importance of education
and technology in shaping the conti-
nent’s future. An ambitious target was
set for universal primary education as
one of the UN’s Millennium Develop-

ment Goals and the African Union has
repeatedly stressed the importance of
the combination of technology and ed-
ucation for achieving its ‘2063 Vision’ of
a transformed continent.

Yet, the Millennium Development Goals
for universal primary education will not
be met in Africa by the end of this year
– despite some notable achievements.
If we are to remain ‘on track’ for realis-
ing the AU’s vision, it is clear that what
is required is radical change.

In September, at the UN General As-
sembly, world leaders will move on
from the Millennium Development
Goals to adopt a new set of targets. This
time, they will be called the “Sustain-
able Development Goals” or SDGs.  The
fourth of these goals, which is entirely
laudable, is to “ensure inclusive and eq-
uitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for all.”

If they are to have a chance of success,
as Aida Opoku-Mensah of the UN Eco-
nomic Commission for Africa argues in
these pages, “African governments,
namely ministries of education, need to
work hard on the integration approach
to ICT in the education sector... An
eLearning strategy would, for instance,
assist countries to address the educa-
tion deficit whilst honouring their com-
mitments to their citizens.”

More attention also needs to be given to
the forgotten child of African education
– the higher education sector. Here too,
eLearning has an important role to play.
It is perhaps, as Pfeffermann says, “the
only way... of scaling up the reach of
good and relevant higher education.”

It is time to put eLearning at the fore-
front of the radical change Africa needs. 
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